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erry Christmas! I hope I am one of many
to offer you this warmest of greetings.
Christmas is a favorite time of year for many
of us. We often associate spring with new life
and rightfully so. Not only do we see the earth
around us blooming into new life, we also celebrate our risen Lord. Even though Christmas
occurs in the winter, it is another opportunity to
celebrate new life. Of course, we celebrate the
birth of Christ and His entry into our world in
human flesh, but have you given much thought
to the birth of all the ministries that followed?
More than 2,000 years after the birth of Christ,
countless Christian ministries around the world
have organized on the foundation established
by Christ. Homewood is one such ministry. Since
its birth in 1932, it has touched the lives of tens
of thousands of seniors and co-workers with the
love of Christ.
One of the greatest fears for many is the fear
of death. As we age, this fear can begin to overshadow all other fears. We don’t like to talk about
it, but increasing ailments, social isolation and
the fear of pending death have led to high rates
of depression among seniors. Like Christmas in
the winter season, Homewood’s ministry pro-

vides hope and good news. Among the many
things we do, our ministry provides healing to
the sick, housing for those in need and the good
news of God’s grace toward all. Most importantly,
we serve as a light of hope reminding all of us
that the grace of Christ will provide ultimate and
eternal healing, joy and peace with God.
Lord willing, and with your support and
prayers, Homewood will be found by our Lord,
at His return, faithfully fulfilling the ministry
He began more than 2,000 years ago. To all our
co-workers, volunteers, resident family members,
donors and partners, the leadership of Homewood thanks you for your part in shining the
light of Christ throughout Homewood’s communities. We look forward to the day when we hear,
“Well done good and faithful servant.”
May the Lord bless each of you and your families. I look forward to serving with you in 2022! n

On the cover: Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus from the
live nativity put on at Homewood at Plum Creek as
part of the 26th Annual Garden of Life event.

Lisa L. Bethel, Editor
llbethel@hmwd.org
Kate Freeman, Layout
kefreeman@hmwd.org
A non-profit organization chartered
in 1932 by the Potomac Synod of the
Reformed Church in the United States.
Certified by the Internal Revenue Service
as a 501 (c)(3) organization.

D irec to r y

Homewood at Frederick
(301) 644-5600
Frederick, Maryland
Karen G. Main, Executive Director

I

f you want something done…call Sue Chapin. This Homewood
at Frederick resident has spearheaded two very successful
events on the campus.
Sue, and her co-organizer Libby Fuss, are currently knee-deep
in the campus’ Wreaths Across America drive. The event is a nation-wide push to lay Christmas wreaths on the graves of all US
servicemen, both here and abroad. Organizations solicit the $15
donation—$5 of which is returned to the organization—for wreaths
that are placed at a local cemetery. The wreaths are delivered by
truck and volunteers then place them on the appropriate graves.
For the Homewood at Frederick crew, wreaths will be place at
Mt. Olivet Cemetery and a short ceremony is also planned.
Last year the goal was to fund 500 wreaths. Sue said sponsors
came through with funding for 760 wreaths. So this year, the goal
was upped to 1,000. As of this writing, Sue said 1,118 wreaths have
been sponsored.
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Eight Homewood Residents were privileged to participate in last year’s
Wreath Ceremony honoring the 7 military services. Left to right are: Ed Chaney
(Army); Jesse Dubin (Marines); Ralph Osborn (Navy); Pat Michener (Air Force);
Ted Marron (Coast Guard); Dave Chapin (Merchant Marines); and Diane
Holter (POWs - Prisoners of War and MIA – Missing in Action). Jim Spiller (
background) served as Narrator

Continued from previous page

“People were very generous, even more
so than last year,” Sue said, adding residents
and vendors alike came through in a big way.
Sue said she and Libby knew taking charge of
the event in the middle of a pandemic would
demand creativity to get the word out. The
pair used every avenue they could think of
the reach possible sponsors.
And because of sponsor generosity, not
only will wreaths honors those who have
served our country, but Homewood at Frederick will receive $5,500 for use in the healthcare center.
This isn’t the first time Sue has spearheaded a successful fund-raising event.
After she and her husband, Dave, moved
to Homewood at Frederick in 2016, they
began to think about a needed addition to
the campus…a dog park. Working with the
Homewood Foundation, Sue and co-chair Pat
Michener raised $15,000 to build the park.
“We sold pavers and benches to raise
money,” Sue said. The park includes separate
sections for small and large dogs. “It’s a nice
addition to our campus.” n

Kelly Chapin and Mackenzie Chapin place
wreaths on veterans’ graves

Spring House Represented
in Holiday Lights
Every year Homewood at Spring House Estates
participates in the annual Bedford County Chamber of Commerce Holiday of Lights held at the
Bedford Fairgrounds. Our staff pools their creative
talents to design a display to wish the Bedford
County Community a Merry Christmas from the
resident and staff at Homewood at Spring House
Estates and Victoria House. Special thank you goes
out to Marketing Director Maranda Miller and

V

Wellness Director Taleshia Jackson for weathering

eterans Day has always been a special day
at Spring House Estates, as more than 35
veterans live in the community of 150. And this year
was no exception.
“Our Wellness Director Taleshia Jackson works all
year preparing for this event for our veterans,” said
Executive Director Mary Colledge. “We start the day
with a full breakfast prepared by our dietary staff; the
entire team is part of this celebration.”
This year the entertainment was provided by the
Bedford High School Varsity Choir. Bruce Metz, a resident at Spring House Estates, provided the blessing.
Bruce and his wife Sharon Metz traditionally provide
each veteran with a gift made by their grandchildren.
And we never forget the spouses of those who serve
as they too, have made many sacrifices. The Bedford
choir helped Spring House present the spouses with
a yellow rose as a sign of our gratitude for their sacrifices. Spring House also provided each veteran with a
gift of thanks with a handmade plaque.
Spring House is so blessed to have the opportunity to serve those that served their country. Thank
you to all veterans and their spouses. n

the high winds this year to get the job done. Merry
Christmas from the Homewood Spring House Family to yours.

Upcoming Spring House
Estates Events
• December 14, 7:00am RLEEF TRIP: American Music
Theatre - Christmas Show:
Winter Wonderland (FL)
• December 15, 11:00 Resident Christmas Party
with Music by Johnstown
Symphony Brass Quintet (DR)
Music will begin at 12:45pm
(sponsored by RLEEF)
• December 31 - Resident
New years Party Fireworks
(sponsored by RLEEF)
Bruce and Sharon Metz handing out gifts (top), Taleshia
Jackson with the handmade plaques and roses (middle),
Spring House resident received her rose (bottom)

Martinsburg Auxiliary Update
The Annual Fall Bazaar and Yard Sale had to be
cancelled due to our county’s high COVID-19 transmission rate. More than 30 crafters were lined up and
anxious to come back, but we had to consider what
was safest for the residents and our community. Hopefully, next year this dreadful virus will be abated.
This also affected our Fall Yard Sale. Not to be discouraged, our faithful volunteers got creative and sold

T

he Homewood at Martinsburg campus is
blessed to have the best special event venue
of any retirement community in the market area. And
after being shuttered as a result of COVID-19 restrictions, the curtain is again going up.
The Bice Memorial Chapel and Givler Cultural
Center opened in October 2016 with a performance
by the Altoona Symphony, an event that is still
remembered and talked about by those who attended. Many other special events have been held there
over the years including: Fall Bazaars, Silent Auctions,
special dinners for our residents, the Nutcracker ballet, dinner theatre events, Taste of the Cove, fashion
shows, and concerts by The Hoppers, the Tribute
Quartet, Jim Worthing, the San Tones, Hope Singers,
and the Cove Community Chorus to name just a
few of the many entertainers who have shared their
talent with our residents, guests and staff.
All of that came to a screeching halt in early 2020
as COVID-19 made it impossible to continue any
events. Now, in late 2021, the stage has re-opened,
and that includes scheduling some special events.
Recent concerts sponsored by Allan and Judy Hancock included the Hoppers, the Tribute Quartet and
the Collingsworth Family. And early December saw
a return of the Altoona Symphony along with the
RLEEF-sponsored luncheon. For those residents who
were unable to attend the concerts, performances are
live streamed on Martinsburg’s in-house television

items on-line, raising more than $2,000.
The monthly Dining for Dollars events continue to

channel allowing residents to view the concerts in their home anywhere on campus.
Resident Christmas parties for each
level of care are planned as well as a special
resident New Year’s Eve party, also funded
by RLEEF (Resident Life Enrichment Endowment Fund).
Martinsburg’s residents and staff are so grateful
to be able to host special events again and to utilize
this wonderful space. Other Homewood community
residents from Spring House Estates and even from
our Frederick community have traveled to participate
in our recent concerts. The residents look forward
to and enjoy having quality events held within our
Homewood community. That they are literally “close
to home” and indicate a return to normalcy after the
many, many months of COVID restrictions is a welcome joy and blessing. n

be successful, raising approximately $700 at two local
restaurants. It is good to be able to go out to eat again!
In December, for the second year, we held the
Christmas Candy Sale from Bedford Candies. Last year
it raised more than $1,400 and we are hoping to top
that this year!
What did we do with the money raised?
•

Purchased an electronic piano for use in
Springfield Health Care Center ($2,000). This
purchase was very much needed to replace
our old piano.

•

Purchased 30 flat screen TV’s to be wall-mounted in the rooms of our Springfield Health Care
Center ($5,800).

•
The Altoona Symphony (top), The Hoppers (bottom)
 The Tribute Quartet all in the Bice Memorial Chapel and
Givler Cultural Center.

Purchased 5 OTT lights to be used in Health
Care Center ($500).

•

Sensory Lounge improvements ($4,869). A
generous donation from boardmembers saw
to it that our Sensory Lounge would receive

Upcoming Martinsburg Events
• December 31 - Resident New Year’s Eve
Party (sponsored by RLEEF)
• January - AL Snowflake Luncheon
• February - AL Sweetheart Luncheon
• April 9 - The Collingsworth Family
Concert
• May 14 - The Hoppers Concert

new and exciting equipment.
Also, the Auxiliary officers held a Homewood logo
apparel sale. Many staff, volunteers and residents
have expressed a desire to purchase sweatshirts and
hoodies with the Homewood logo. We arranged for a
vendor to come to Homewood, display the items and
take orders. We did not use this as a fundraiser; rather
just wanted to show our staff that we appreciate them
very much.

Is Homewood Part of Your Year-End Giving Plans?
In this season of giving, your charitable support of Homewood Foundation is vital
to our work of enhancing the lives of those we serve. Whether you support residents in
need through Benevolent Care, special resident opportunities through the Resident Life
Enrichment Endowment Fund, or investments in our extraordinary co-workers through the
Homewood Scholarship Fund, your gift will make a significant impact on our ministry.
If sharing your blessings with the Homewood family fits into your intentions as we close
out 2021, we would be very grateful for your support.

“So we, though many, are
d
one body in Chrisbt,erasnone
individually mem 12:5
of another.”– R

Lisa Defibaugh was recently named vice president of
sales and marketing for Homewood Retirement Centers. She served as executive director of Homewood at
Martinsburg for the past six years.

I

n 2016, after spending 9 years of my career traveling throughout the eastern states, I made the
decision to find something a little closer to home.
My husband and I live in Bedford, Pennsylvania,
and though I loved the work I was doing, it was time
to come home. My mother had been diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease, and she needed more support
than I could provide from a distance. My husband
was a great support, but as a business owner and a
pastor of a small church, he could no longer manage
her increasing needs without my help. We decided it
was time for us to make a change.
Learning that the executive director position
at Homewood at Martinsburg was open, I jumped
at the opportunity! Homewood has always had an
excellent reputation, and having spent years in the
industry, I knew this would be my next step. I was
most excited to have the opportunity to work for a
faith-based organization where my personal and professional values would be aligned. It was a perfect fit!
It has been a wonderful, challenging and rewarding experience to serve the residents and co-workers

omans

at the Martinsburg campus. I had the privilege of serving during the pandemic and formed bonds that can
never be broken. During this time, I was also able to
bring my mother to live at the campus. The co-workers provided her with more than just good care, they
provided her with a wonderful quality of life. Her last
three and a half years were her very best years, and I
am forever thankful to Homewood for this.
When God closes one door, He opens another.
When my mother passed away, I knew it was time for
the next chapter and an excellent opportunity within
Homewood appeared at just the right time. The Vice
President of Sales and Marketing position matched
my skills and background perfectly.
Prior to the executive director role at Homewood,
I spent more than 13 years in senior living sales and
marketing. I started my career in senior services as
a director of admissions and marketing at a local
nursing home and worked to eventually serve as
Vice President of Business Development for a management and consulting firm. I earned my bachelor’s
degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 2002 and
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All gifts postmarked by December 31 will be
provided documentation as qualifying for a 2021
income tax deduction. If you would like assistance
with your year-end gift, please contact Pat
O’Toole, Vice President of Fund Development, at
301-223-1434 or potoole@hmwd.org .

my master’s degree in Health and Human Service
Administration from Mount Aloysius College in 2006.
I became a Certified Senior Living Marketing Professional in 2012 and a licensed nursing home administrator in 2015.
The time I spent as the executive director at
Martinsburg has given me a deeper understanding
of our organization and allowed me to get to know

Contributions to Homewood Foundation can be
mailed using the enclosed envelope or separately
sent to:
Homewood Foundation
16107 Elliott Parkway
Williamsport, MD 21795
Or make your gift online at:
www.homewood.com/foundation/make-gift-today

all of the executive directors and the executive
leadership team at the corporate office. This knowledge, along with my years of experience in sales and
marketing, will allow me to better serve Homewood
Retirements Centers in this new role.
I am excited to transition into this new chapter
and look forward to serving Homewood in this new
capacity. n

Williamsport Auxiliary Update

W

illiamsport resident Lynn Towle is wellknown within her family for creating
beautiful works of art with a needle and thread.
Earlier this year, she won acclaim for her skills at the
Montgomery County Fair.
Lynn won a blue ribbon and a Master Quilter
Award for her entry in this year’s fair. But according to
her sister, Ann Colliver, and brother, Jeff Stuart, she has
created personalized quilts for everyone in the family.
And as one of seven siblings, that was a big job.
Ann said her quilt was the first one made. She
saw it in a half-completed state and mentioned it
would be perfect for her room. So her sister obliged
and finished it for her. That led to other quilts created
specifically for her siblings—a fishing theme for one
brother, a map and compass for another brother. And
as their family grew, quilts were created for the next
generations—Peter Rabbit, a sunbonnet, Barbie, and
trains. There were so many quilts, family members
have a hard time keeping track of them all. Lynn’s
sewing skills also translated to dresses made for her
granddaughters and her many nieces.
It was actually Jeff who entered the quilt Lynn
had made in the fair. The siblings grew up in Mont-

gomery County and Lynn also lived
there for time with her own family.
No one was more surprised than
Lynn to discover she had won. n

Lynn Towle and her award 
winning quilt

The Williamsport Auxiliary is in
the midst of the annual membership
drive. The supporting churches have
received their membership materials
and representatives are in the lobby
at Homewood at Williamsport each
Monday and Tuesday from noon to 1
to sign up residents through the end of
the year.
Membership dues are $3 per person,
or $5 for a couple. Those funds, plus
other funds raised by the organization
are used to provide practical and
enriching items for residents of our
Health Care Center.
“As we come out of this
pandemic, let’s boost everyone’s
morale by making this a banner
year by supporting this cause!” said
Membership Chair Judy Miller.

Upcoming Williamsport Events
• Late January - Resident Variety
Show
• February 15 - Valentine’s Day
Celebration
• Late February - Winter Fest
• Tuesdays, 9 am-11am - Coffee
at the Cottage (#1213), limited to
10 people RSVP Rita Fletcher

Congratulations to Patrick
Dellinger and Karen Main

F

rederick residents and co-workers celebrated
Oktoberfest October 7 thanks to the Resident
Life Enrichment Endowment Fund (RLEEF).
The German-themed festivities included an outdoor festival with German competitions, including a
Streusel bake-off, beer mug holding challenge, and a
sauerkraut eating contest. A German Oompah Band
performed throughout the festival, and there was
also a speaker providing detailed information about
the culture and heritage of Germany. German meals
were served all over campus for all residents to enjoy.
Homewood steins were given to all residents as an
Oktoberfest souvenir.
Holding an Oktoberfest in Frederick is quite
fitting because in 1959, Frederick entered into a
sister-city agreement with Moerzheim, Germany,
the home village of John Thomas Schley, Frederick’s
founder. Then in 1982, Frederick formed a sister-city
compact with Schifferstadt, Germany. Moerzheim
is hilly like much of Frederick County. It is notable
for wine and music. Schifferstadt, a 30 minute drive
northeast of Moerzheim, is a larger town, flat, but
with mountains visible in the distance.

The Association of Nutrition & Foodservice Professionals (ANFP), the nation’s leading organization
of professionals involved in the management of
nutrition and foodservice, recently honored Patrick Dellinger, CDM, CFPP for CDM of the Year, and
Karen Main as the Administrator of the Year. The
ceremony was held in Ocean City, MD.

The Frederick campus has been able to provide
many amazing events and classes thanks to RLEEF.
There is a New Year’s event planned that will take
place at The Lodge. We were also able to renew the
One Day University seminars for the 2022 year. n

 (clockwise from left) Pat
Curchin and Judy Vandever
show off their hats, Coleen
Newlin won a gift basket
from McCutcheon’s Apple
Products, the OctoberFest
Band, Mr. and Mrs. West
enjoy the day, residents
enjoy various games (center),
residents visit the popcorn
stand, Lois Janac from the
Health Care Center has her
caricature drawn by an
artist, Morris and Connie
Cranor enjoy a cold beer

Upcoming Frederick Events
• December 21 - Holiday
Flights and Bites at The Lodge
• December 31 - New Year’s
Eve Event
• January 14th, 9-930 - Polar
Bear Plunge. Minimum
donation to plunge is $20.
Money goes to our annual
Alzheimer’s Donation in
October.

Hanover Auxiliary Update

A
L

eading up to one of the most festive times
of the year, Plum Creek’s personal care and
healthcare residents will be celebrating a Twelve
Days of Christmas themed countdown!
The Twelve Days of Christmas (not counting
weekends) will be focused on enhancing Christmas,
trying to make the season as normal as possible
while keeping it as safe as possible.
The first and second days of the Christmas countdown began on December 9 and 10 with a Holly
Mart. Leading up to the event, residents had opportunities to win “holiday bucks” or coupons to use
toward purchasing Christmas items at the Holly Mart.
With its own gift wrapping station, the Holly Mart will
be open for two days, giving all levels of healthcare a
chance to shop.
December 13 brought the third day of Christmas,
with the theme of “Old Fashioned Christmas” when
staff talked about the history of Christmas traditions
with residents.

 Joyce Heasley, Janet Ray (front row left to right), Joel
Hummel, Ken Heasley, and Michael Loser (back row left to
right)

The fourth day of Christmas, December 14, is
also National Cookie Day. Residents participated in a
cookie exchange.
December 15 welcomed the fifth day of Christmas
with the theme of a Winter Wonderland. This led up
to the sixth day of Christmas, where Village Carolers
dressed in Victorian themed costumes, filling the
frosty air with the festive sounds of Christmas carols.
For the remaining days of the countdown, each
level of care will have their Christmas party. These
parties will feature jazz entertainment, a formal
dinner theme, centerpieces made by the residents,
a Christmas Hawaiian Luau, and even an entertainer
that performed with Tony Bennett. All entertainment
will be funded by RLEEF. The last party will lead up
to the Christmas Eve service which will close out the
Twelve days of Christmas. n

Garden of Life
This year marked the 26th Annual Garden of Life at Plum Creek, an event to honor and remember loved
ones while beginning the Christmas season by illuminating all of the campus lights. As opposed to hosting
the traditional prayer service, this year the Garden of Life was a drive-thru live nativity. On Friday, December
3rd residents and families were invited to travel through various stages of the nativity story. Donations were
accepted to sponsor a light in honor or memory of a loved one. All proceeds benefit Benevolent Care at
Homewood at Plum Creek.

reception in the Town Hall front courtyard
honored Personal Care resident Janet Ray
on her 55th year of ordination as a United Church of
Christ minister.
Janet began her education at Catawba College
in Salisbury, N.C., and continued her schooling at the
Lancaster Theological Seminary. She was ordained on
Pentecost Sunday at Emmanuel UCC on June 6, 1965.
She then served as a co-pastor with her husband
at a four-point parish, of which all were under the
Penn Central Conference. The parishes consisted of
Lemaster UCC, Upton UCC, Williamson UCC, and St.
Thomas UCC in south-central Pennsylvania. From
there, she served three years at Faith Church in
Philadelphia, where she was also the Area Minister of
Christian Education.
She then moved near Red Lion to take care of
her mother. During this time, she helped at Freysville
Emmanuel UCC and served on the Board of Directors
of Penn Central Conference.
“I want to say thank you to Homewood for having
the marvelous reception in honor of my anniversary,”
Janet said.
Congratulations Janet on this wonderful milestone! n

 (left to right) Darlene Hoover, secretary; Sara
Eisenhart, member-at-large; Debbie Mercier, York area
membership chair; Doris Loucks, Hanover/Gettysburg/
Maryland membership chair; Ellen Lawrence, president; Jane Sharpe, vice president; and Linda Koons,
treasurer.

Some of the Plum Creek Auxiliary officers are
pictured smiling after a successful drive thru 2022
membership drive materials distribution event
on September 19th. A huge THANK YOU to all 35
churches participating this year!

Many Churches will be donating Kleenex
and unscented body lotion when they send in
their annual Christmas Cards for our Skilled Care
and Personal Care residents.

Upcoming Plum Creek Events
• December 20, 6:30 - Christmas
Concert with PA Senior Idol Winner
Chris Poje
• December 31, 9:00 - New Year’s
Eve Party with The Swinging Seven
Band
• January 20, 6:30 - Maria Damore
Concert
• February 8, 1:00 - UPMC Dr. Lingel
Cardiology Lecture
• February 14, 6:30 - Valentine’s
Day Entertainment with Dante’
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